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in these opposite sections of South America; at the same time
the North-East and the South-West are comparatively neglected,
the former because of widespread tropical wildernesses and the
latter because of remoteness from the world's commercial high-
ways.

From 1930 onwards, and especially since 1940, air transport
has been much developed in South America, where the peripheral
pattern of settlement, the great distances separating population
groups, and the physical obstacles to surface movement except
by sea make this form of transport of special service. In keeping
with the Pan-American policy and under the leadership of United
States air transport enterprises, two main international routes
are operated between the United States and the Argentine and
Chilean capitals : the western line via Mexico, Central America,
and the Canal Zone links Guayaquil, Lima, and Santiago with
Buenos Aires ; the eastern line via Florida, Cuba, and Trinidad
connects Belem (Para), Natal, and the chief eastern cities, also
with Buenos Aires and Santiago. Another important service
operated by a British corporation connects these two southern
capitals with Britain and Europe via Natal, Bathurst, and Lisbon.
A fourth important international service is the so-called diagonal
Pan-American from Lima by La Paz and Corumba to Sao Paulo
and Rio de Janeiro.

Of greater importance hi the integration and development of
the individual republics are their internal air services, mainly
under some form of state control, which in addition to providing
connections between the chief towns, help to bring hitherto
isolated places into contact with the active centres. These
internal services are best developed in Brazil, a country of great
distances and generally poor means of surface transport; they
are also well established in Argentina and Chile, in both of which
marginal northern and southern settlements are distant a thousand
miles or more from the-capitals, as well as in Colombia, Peru, and
Bolivia, in all of which high cordilleran ranges present great
obstacles to ordinary transport between eastern and western
regions.

Though employed mainly for the carriage of passengers, mail
and newsprint, these national air services are of special value,
and are being developed for the transport of goods, not only of
the lighter and relatively valuable type, such as medical supplies
and spare-parts, but also of bulky articles, e.g. heavy machinery-
Inasmuch as indifferent means of transport have been a serious
obstacle hitherto to economic development, the importance of air
transport to supplement surface movement is apparent.
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